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Stroke Field Triage Guidelines 
 

Step 1) Assess life threatening conditionsserious airway or respiratory compromise that cannot be 
managed or immediate life threatening condition (i.e., arrest) 
(Establish criteria for “medically stable/unstable to determine whether patient is transported to closest facility or 

enters stroke system) 
 

            Yes  
 

No 

Transport to closest facility capable of managing 
immediate life threatening condition  
(within 30 minutes transport time via air or ground) 

  

 
Step 2) Assess Vital Signs and Level of Consciousness 

1. Systolic blood pressure < 90   or 
2. Glasgow coma scale < 14  or 
3. Respiratory rate <10 or >29 or 
4. Heart rate > 120 and 
5. Check Glucose levels 

   
                           Yes 

 
 No 

Transport to stroke center, preferentially to 
highest level (I) in system  
(within 30 minutes transport time via air or 
ground) 
 

 

 
   Step 3) Assess duration and severity of stroke 

Group I 

 Time last known well >2 hours & <12 hours of 
unknown time 

 Severity of deficit? 

 Emergency Medicine physician discretion 

Group II 

 Time last known well < 2 hours 

 Less severe or minor deficit? 

 Emergency Medicine phsycian discretion 

 
                                 Yes                                      No Yes 
 
Take to stroke center, 
preferntially to highest level (I) of 
care within the system 

 Transport to closest apprpriate stroke 
center (within 30 minutes transport 
time via air or ground) 

 
Step 4) Assess other risk factors/special patient or system considerations 

 Age (older adults: risk of death increases > 55 years) 

 Anticoagulation and bleeding disorder 

 End-stage renal disease 

 EMS provider judgment 
  

  
    Yes No 
  

Contact medical control; consider transport to stroke 
center with specific resource hospital (within 30 min.)  

Transport according to protocol 

 


